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Internet: Search Engines 

The Instant search box at the top of the browser window will allow you to type a 

word or phrase related to what you want to find, and then will search for likely 

pages for you: 

 

 

Search Engines 

A search engine, or search provider, is a site on the Internet that indexes the 

names and addresses of other sites.  It enables you to search for sites containing 

certain keywords, or sometimes to ask a question.  Pages may be compiled by the 

search engine, or you may request that your page is added.  You may also pay to 

advertise on a search engine. There are several types of search engines  - Google, 

Ask, Bing, Dogpile. 

 

Examples using Keywords: 

1. Web page search - Typing in ‘hogmanay in Google produced the following 

result: 
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2. Image search - Clicking on the Images option above the Google heading shows: 

 

 

Other Search Engines: 

1. Bing 

Keying in the same search term – „hogmanay‟, in the www.bing.com search engine 

will display the following results: 
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2. Ask Jeeves 

Keying in the same search term – „hogmanay‟, in the www.ask.co.uk search engine 

will display the following results: 

 

 

 

3. Dogpile 

Another example of a search engine is www.dogpile.co.uk which combines several 

search engines: 

 

http://www.dogpile.co.uk/
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Searching Maps and Getting Directions 

There are many sites which are designed to help you find various services such as 

goods, routes, and general information.  One such site is Bing Maps  - 

www.bing.com/maps  The image below shows a map view of the George Square, 

Glasgow.  Notice that there are links to view the map in 2D, 3D, Road and Aerial 

(Satellite and Birds Eye) views.  You can zoom in on the picture by clicking the 

zoom in button.  

 

http://www.bing.com/maps
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2D View of George Square, Glasgow 

 

Same location in Aerial Bird‟s Eye view 

 

Driving directions to or from a location can also be found. In the example below, 

Google Maps was searched for George Square, Glasgow.  The directions link 

appears inside the balloon pointing to the position marker A.  
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Suppose you want directions from here to Duke Street, Glasgow, you would click 

on Directions and enter the name of your destination in the space shown. 

 

 

 

Directions from George Square to Duke Street, Glasgow 
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Advanced Searching 

You can make your search more efficient by carrying out a search using Boolean 

operators.  A Boolean operator is a word:  and, or, not which is designed to narrow 

your search.   

 

For example if you wanted to look for a page about dogs, particularly dalmatians, 

in the UK.  You might search for dog and Dalmatian and UK.  This would return the 

pages for UK Dalmatians.  You can also insert groups of words between inverted 

commas to enable a search for a group rather than individual words.  Again, this 

reduces the number of pages you would see. 

 

Having just carried out the search on Google, the results were: 

 

Dog      446,000,000 results 

Dog + Dalmatian    2,200,000 results 

Dog + Dalmatian + UK   831,000 results 

Dog + Dalmatian + UK not “for sale”  2 59,000 results 

 

Still a lot to sift through!! 
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Activity – Use Google Maps to find your house or educational 

establishment.  You will find the search easier to carry out if you know 

the postcode of the search address.  

 

 

 

Here are the web addresses of some other sites for you to discover: 

 

Adult Learners www.bbc.co.uk/learning/adults/ 

Amazon – books etc  www.amazon.co.uk 

BBC iPlayer www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer  

Cambridge dictionary dictionary.cambridge.org 

Natural History Museum www.nhm.ac.uk 

NHS24  www.nhs24.com 

Postcode finder  www2.royalmail.com/postcode-finder 

Scottish government www.scotland.gov.uk 

Scottish Tourist Board www.visitscotland.com 

Tate Modern www.tate.org.uk  

UK government   www.open.gov.uk 

Virtual Tourist  www.virtualtourist.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Activity – Please go back to the section on Legislation which you will 

find earlier.  Carry out the suggested activities.  

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer
http://www.cambridge.dictionary.org/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://www.nhs24.com/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.visitscotland.com/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.open.gov.uk/

