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Rip CDs to Your Computer 

Ripping can be done using a number of different software but this lesson will cover 

ripping with Windows Media Player 11. 

1 Introduction 
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If you've amassed a collection of audio CDs that you want to listen to on your 

portable music player for example, then you will need to extract (or rip) the audio 

to a digital music format. Windows Media Player 11 can extract the digital 

information on your physical CDs and encode it to several digital audio formats; 

you can then transfer the files to your MP3 player, data CD, USB drive etc. CD 

Ripping allows you to listen to your entire music collection while keeping the 

originals in a safe place; sometimes CDs can suffer accidental damage that can 

render them unplayable. From a convenience point of view, having your music 

collection stored as audio files enables you to enjoy all your music without the 

hassle of wading through a stack of CDs looking for a particular album, artist, or 

song. 

Legal Notice: Before continuing this tutorial, it is imperative that you do not 

infringe copyrighted material. Distributing copyrighted works in the United States 

by any means is against the law and you could face being sued by the RIAA; for 

other countries please check your applicable laws. The good news is that you can 

usually make a copy for yourself as long as you have purchased a legitimate CD and 
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don't distribute. The latest version of Windows Media Player 11 (WMP) can be 

downloaded from Microsoft's website. When you are ready to begin, run WMP and 

click on the small arrow icon which is situated below the Rip tab (highlighted blue 

in the above image) at the top of the screen. A popup menu will appear displaying 

several menu items – click on More Options to access Media Player's rip settings. 

2 Setting up to rip a CD 
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The ripping option in Windows Media Player allows you to control:  

 Where the music is stored 

 The type of audio format 

 What actions to take when inserting a CD and when a rip session has 

completed 

 Encoded audio quality settings 
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Rip Music to This Location: By clicking on Change you can specify where your 

ripped music is stored. 

 

Format: You can choose MP3, WMA, WMA Pro, WMA VBR, WMA Lossless, and WAV 

audio formats by clicking on the small down-arrow icon underneath the format 

heading. If you are transferring the ripped audio to an MP3 player then check to 

see what formats it supports; choose MP3 if unsure. 

 

Rip CD When Inserted: This is a useful feature to use if you have a lot of CDs to rip 

in succession. You can tell Windows Media Player to automatically start ripping an 

entire CD when it is inserted into the DVD/CD drive. The best setting to select is 

Only When in the Rip Tab. 

 

Eject CD When Ripping is Complete: Choose this option in conjunction with the 

above setting if you are converting a batch of CDs; it will save you time having to 

repeatedly press the eject button after every CD has been processed. 

Audio Quality: The audio quality of the output files can be adjusted via a 

horizontal slider bar. There is always a trade-off between the quality of audio and 

file size when dealing with compressed (lossy) audio formats. You will have to 

experiment with this setting to get the balance right as it varies drastically 

depending on the frequency spectrum of your audio source. If you're encoding to a 

lossy WMA format then choose WMA VBR which will give you the best audio quality 

to file size ratio. The MP3 file format should be encoded with a bitrate of at least 

128 kbps to ensure artefacts are kept to a minimum. 

 

Once you are happy with all of the settings you can click Apply followed by the OK 

button to save and exit the options menu. 
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3 Selecting CD tracks to rip 
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If you have configured Windows Media Player to automatically start ripping audio 

CDs as soon as a CD is inserted then all the tracks will be selected; to select only 

certain tracks to rip you can click on the Stop Rip button, select the tracks you 

want, and then click the Start Rip button. 

 

In contrast, if automatic ripping is turned off then you will need to either select 

the entire album (click on top check box), or individual tracks by clicking on each 

track check box. To begin ripping your CD, click on the Start Rip button. 

 

During the ripping process you will see a green progress bar appear next to each 

track as it is being processed. Once a track in the queue has been processed, a 

ripped to library message will be displayed in the Rip Status column. 
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4 Checking your ripped audio files 
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Now it's time to verify that the files that have been created are in your Windows 

Media Player library and to check to see how they sound. 

 

First, click on the Library tab (highlighted blue in the above image) to access 

Media Player's library options. Next, look at the menu list on the left pane and 

click on Recently Added to verify that all the tracks you want have been 

successfully ripped to the library. 

 

Finally, to play an entire ripped album from the start, double-click on the artwork, 

or for a single track, just double-click on your desired track number. If you find 

that you ripped audio files don't sound great then you can always start again and 

re-rip using a high quality setting. 

 

Once you have built up your library you may want to read the tutorial on which 

goes into detail on importing digital music files from other locations (hard drive 

folders, USB drives, etc.) 
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